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Proving Intent
Proving intent is challenging for the prosecutors to prove because it has four levels judged on culpability. From highest to the lowest, they include purposely, knowingly, recklessly, and negligently. Deliberately, it must be proved that an accused person intended to engage in the said criminal activity. The second is knowingly, where the prosecution must prove that the accused was aware of the crime's nature and possible outcome. The third is recklessly, where an accused consciously disregarded a substantial and unjustifiable risk and ended up causing harm or a negative result. Last is negligent, where an accused person ought to be aware of the unjustifiable and substantial risk that caused harm or a negative effect. In addition to that, to prove that an accused is guilty, the prosecution must show that the person physically committed the said crime and intended to commit the crime. According to Veresha (2016), in criminal law, the intent is an individual's state of mind. Moreover, criminal intent is also classified as specific and general intent. 
It is essential to point out that many crimes fall under the two categories, specific and general intent (Kohli, 2017). In particular intent crime, it must be proved that the accused intended to commit the crime, whereas, in general intent crimes, the level of proof needed is to show that the person intended to commit the act and not the actual crime. The burden lies with the prosecutors to prove beyond reasonable doubt the intent of the crime. In addition to that, the prosecution must also prove that a defendant is guilty of the offense. These are premeditated felony crimes. Crimes like burglary, murder, and assault fall under this category.
Another example is theft that requires specific intent, where the prosecution must prove that the accused intended to steal an item and keep it permanently. Others are crimes like driving under the influence of alcohol or statutory rape. In these types of crimes, the prosecution will rely upon medical reports to show that the driver was intoxicated among the arresting officer's reports. In the case of statutory rape, the prosecution will only have to prove that the act happened since the statutory rape statute avers that minors cannot consent to sexual engagements with adults by the constitution. In this regard, it is easy to prove crimes that fall under the general intent crimes instead of those under specific intent crimes.
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